fluence of air, when admitted into cavities from which it is naturally excluded, not only at the different societies of students by which that school is so much distinguished, but also from the chair of the professor, I became insensibly interested in the subject. 1 could not fail to perceive, that, in the discussions which occasionally arose, both the favourers and theopponents of that doctrine dealt much in general assertions ; that on both sides there was a remarkable deficiency of proof; and that, whilst on the one hand it was rather assumed titan inferred, on the other it was contradicted rather than disproved. I 
